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Warnings for well digs

® Polluted Bethpage plume under continued tests

m 2 towns to require notification to property owners

BY EMILY C. DOOLEY

emily.dooley@newsday.com

The towns of Oyster Bay and
Hempstead will require ad-
vance notice to property own-

ers when monitoring wells or
other excavations are dug as

the Navy and Northrop Grum-
man work to find the bound-
aries of a groundwater plume
that has spread more than 4
miles from Bethpage.

The move comes as drilling
rigs have been popping up in
the area to investigate a hot
spot of contamination revealed
last year, and as Hempstead
has closed two wells in Levit-
town because of toxins from
the plume.

“Information is power,”
Hempstead Supervisor Kate

Murray said. “Everybody is
going to be interested in any

work going on in this regional
area because this all flows from
the same problem, the same pol-
lution.”

The Town of Oyster Bay
highway department, which is-

sues permits for work on rights
of way, has begun requiring
drill applicants to meet with
property owners in advance of
when work will take place and
then follow up with a letter de-

tailing the scope.
And later this month, the

Hempstead Town Board will
hold a public hearing over new
legislation ordering agencies
doing environmental testing,
such as drilling, to give two
weeks notice to property own-
ers. The notice will have to in-
clude the scope and hours of
work, the company performing
the work and the duration.
Violations will carry a $250
fine, though the intent is to pro-
vide better information to resi-
dents. “We think that is the ab-
solute minimum that should be

accorded in the category of
courtesy,” Murray said.

The Navy and what is now
Northrop Grumman manufac-
tured aviation equipment and
other aeronautical advances on
more than 600 acres in Beth-
page beginning in 1936. Produc-

tion ended in the late 1990s.

Contamination was first dis-
covered in 1947 and the sites
were added to the state Super-
fund program in 1983 by the De-
partment of Environmental
Conservation.

Two plumes are being treat-
ed and a third “hot spot” is now
being investigated after the
Navy last year detected levels
of the degreaser trichloroethyl-

ene at up to 4,600 parts per bil-
lion. The drinking water stan-

dard is 5 parts per billion.

As part of the “hot spot”
probe, the Navy is installing 31
monitoring wells north of
Hempstead Turnpike and
north and south of the South-
ern State Parkway.

Northrop Grumman would
not provide the number of
wells it intends to drill and a
spokeswoman referred ques-
tions to the Navy.

“Together with other respon-
sible parties, we are collective-
ly performing all state-required

work . . .,” Grumman spokes-
woman Christine M. Restani

said in a statement. “We contin-
ue to work closely with the
state, including discussing a
mutually acceptable order to
address ongoing remediation.”

John Ellsworth, an environ-

mental consultant for Oyster
Bay, said Northrop Grumman
has about a half-dozen drills in
place and is seeking permission
for more. The town has asked
for, but has not yet received, a
schedule and list of drill sites
related to the hot-spot probe.

“They're filing applications
one after another,” Ellsworth
said. “They may have to drill
new wells to catch where this
hot spot is.”

Under state environmental
law, property owners must be
notified “in advance of drilling
or sampling that will occur on
their property,” the DEC said
in a statement. “This does not
include rights of way.”

The Navy and Northrop
Grumman have said they will
send notification by certified
mail to nearby addresses, the
DEC said.

The Bethpage Water District
has also asked the DEC to re-
quire three weeks notice to the
district before drills appear and

to provide information about
who is doing the work.

“I think we have a right to
know who is working in our
community,” Bethpage Water
Superintendent Mike Boufis
said. The DEC said the request
is under review.
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