
Nassau GOP needs
new leaders

What’s next for Nassau
CountyRepublicans? First, for-
mer Senate Majority Leader
Dean Skelos is convicted, and
now County Executive Ed-
ward Mangano and Oyster
Bay Town Supervisor John
Venditto are chargedwith cor-
ruption. While spouting their
“protecting the taxpayers”
platitudes in public, they
seem to have been busily lin-
ing their own pockets [“Pols
in trouble: Hard to hold on,”
News, Oct. 23].

No wonder people are fed
upwith our political system.

The time has come for a
new beginning for the Nas-
sau County GOP. The party
needs a new generation of
leaders filled with confi-
dence and ambition to take
on challenges with passion
and integrity, and to rebuild
trust.

The party needs to invest

in a youth movement that
can be the foundation from
which the party reconnects
with the people. Nassau
County families are frus-
trated with the high cost of
living and out-of-control
taxes. We need representa-
tives in the local, state and
federal government who are
fighting for us.

Michal Lementowski
Massapequa Park

Panel’s tax work
can’t come too soon

I’m pleased to read that
someone has said that rais-
ing property taxes to fix bud-
gets is unsustainable [“New
look at tax strategies for Is-
land,” News column, Oct.
23].

I’ve been contemplating
moving off Long Island be-
cause property taxes are
much less elsewhere. I
would like to propose a tax

per gallon on gasoline to be
used toward the school por-
tion of property taxes.

This would be fair. Even
the student who drives him-
self to school in a gas-guz-
zling Mustang would pay to-
ward his education, while a
senior citizen who has less
need to drive would pay less!

We would also contribute
to energy conservation as cit-
izens would try to use less
gas to save money.

Salvatore Verzino
Selden

Gregory Meeks has been an able representative for his Queens dis-
trict for more than two decades, balancing local issues with national
priorities. A 2012 redistricting meant his new district shifted over to in-
clude a slice of Nassau County. With this new section, we are glad to
see Meeks’ capable leadership has not waned.

Meeks, 63, of St. Albans, was a three-term state assemblyman, and has
served in Congress since 1998. A practical legislator, he has become an
evangelist for the gains of his party. He joined his Democratic colleagues
on the floor of theHouse in a June protest for action on gun control in the
wake of the Orlando shootings. In his meeting with the editorial board,
Meeks delivered a passionate vision of immigration as central to the great

experiment of American democracy. In a key
fight for the next Congress, he would be an ad-
vocate for a pathway to citizenship.

He knows how to bring federal power and
funding to bear at home. Within a potential
national infrastructure bill, Meeks would
push to fund projects like a refurbished Long
Island Rail Road station at Belmont Park,
which would complement expected develop-
ment there. Meeks has delivered funding to
rebuild swathes of his district affected by su-
perstorm Sandy. And to deal with excessive
noise around Kennedy Airport, he’s investi-
gating whether flight paths can be more
evenly distributed when safety allows, and
urging plane manufacturers to make quieter
engines. Meeks shows a continued connec-
tion to his district new and old.

Hisopponent isMichaelO’Reilly, 58, anattor-
ney, formerMarine and airlinepilot fromBroad
Channel. AmoderateNewYorkRepublican, he
calls for less regulation and a streamlined tax

policy for small-business owners. The arrival ofDonaldTrumphas sucked
the air from Republicans like O’Reilly. He has a complicated attitude to-
ward the topof the ticket, as opposed to a refreshingly uncomplicatedposi-
tionon immigration: Strengthenborder security, evenbuildaSouthernbor-
der wall, but create a pathway to citizenship for law-abiding immigrants.
This is a principled take in the current climate. Still, even O’Reilly’s brand
ofRepublicanismdoes not represent themajority of his district.

Meeks is a fine advocate for his constituents. Newsday endorses
Meeks. — The editorial board
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No one questions the need to reduce nitrogen in local waters or
the steps that must be taken. The problem is how to pay for it.
On Tuesday, residents of the five East End towns— East Hamp-

ton, Riverhead, Shelter Island, Southampton and Southold — will have
a chance to vote on a referendum that would produce steady funding
for that effort at no cost to them. They should seize the opportunity.

Proposition One would extend the Community Preservation Fund’s
2 percent real estate transfer tax for 20 years, until 2050. More impor-
tant, it would let each town spend up to 20 percent of the money for wa-
ter-quality projects that reduce nitrogen — such as helping homeown-
ers replace failing septic systems with new technology. That would have
raised about $20 million in 2015. It’s a terrific idea. CPF money has been
used entirely for land preservation, but parcels available for protection
on the South Fork, in particular, are dwindling. The referendum would
let some of the money be spent on a related and nowmore urgent need.

Newsday urges a yes vote on PropositionOne. —The editorial board

Gregory Meeks

5TH CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICT: Valley Stream,
Elmont, southeastern Queens

Re-electMeeks
in5thDistrict

SUBMIT LETTERS of 200 words
or fewer. Please include your name,
address, phone numbers, and rele-
vant political affiliations, interests or
expertise. Send email to letter-
s@newsday.com, faxes to 631-843-
2986, messages to Newsday Opin-
ion on Facebook, or mail to Letters,
Newsday, 235 Pinelawn Road,
Melville, NY 11747. Letters may be
edited, become the property of
Newsday and may be republished in
all media.

“Where there is no vision, the people perish.”
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Yes on water proposition
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